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Amendments to the Claims; This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Previously Presented) Apparatus for establishing a distance between a test 
head having test head electrical contacts and a peripheral having peripheral electrical 
contacts, comprising 

a plurality of alignment features which are coupled to one of said test head and said 
peripheral; and 

a plurality of linear units coupled to the other of said test head and said peripheral 
for causing movement of at least one of respective docking surfaces of said test head and 
said peripheral towards and away from each other, 

an actuating member which, when actuated, causes actuation of said plurality of 
linear units to cause said movement of said respective docking surfaces, 

said alignment features and said linear units preventing said test head and said 
peripheral from being closer to each other than a docked distance, 

wherein, at said docked distance, said test head electrical contacts and said 
peripheral electrical contacts are in contact with each other; and 

a sliding unit for 

a) changing position of said linear units relative to said other of said test head and 
said peripheral or 

b) changing position of said alignment features relative to said one of said test head 
and said peripheral 

in order to change said docked distance. 

2. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for establishing a distance between a test 
head and a peripheral according to claim 1, wherein said one of said test head and said 



Page 2 of a 



PAGE4f10' RCVD AT 11/1/200S4:29:28 PM [Eastm 



Nov-01-06 04:32pin Fron-RatnerPrsstia P C. 



610-407-0701 



T-002 P. 005/010 F-003 



Appln. No.: 10/678,691 ITC-338US 
Amendment Dated: November l, 2006 
Reply to Office Action of: May 26, 2006 

peripheral is coupled to said alignment features for doclcing said one of said test head and 
said peripheral with said other of said test head and peripheral. 

3. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for establishing a distance between a test 
head and a peripheral according to claim 1, wherein Qpe of said linear unit§ includes one of 
a male and female threaded member attached to the other of said test head and peripheral. 

4. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for establishing a distance between a test 
head and a peripheral according to claim 3, wherein one of said frafne -alionment features 
includes the other of said male and said female member threaded member. 

5. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for establishing a distance between a test 
head and a peripheral according to claim 3, wherein said one of said male and female 
threaded member is rotated in order to move said frame -alionment features towards or 
away from said docking surface of the other of said test head and said peripheral. 

S, (Currently Amended) Apparatus for establishing a distance between a test 
head and a peripheral according to claim 4, wherein the other of said male and female 
member is rotated in order to move said fraffte -alionment features t owards or away from 
said docking surface of the other of said test head and said peripheral. 

7. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for establishing a distance between a test 
head and a peripheral according to claim 1, wherein one of said linear units is coupled to a 
detent plate having a detent, said detent plate is coupled to the other of said test head and 
said peripheral, a lever is coupled to one of s aid fram ing nment features, and said lever 
engages said detent to indicate said frame is in an intended position relative to the other of 
said test head and said peripheral. 

8. (Currently Amended) Apparatus of claim 1, wherein said l inear unit i s one of 
a p l urol i ty of linear units ana f or moving said frame. 

9. (Currently Amended) Apparatus of claim 7, wherein said detent Is one of a 
plurality of detents for indicating a respective plurality of intended positions of said frame 
one of said plurality of alignment features relative to the other of said test head and said 
peripheral. 
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10. (Original) Apparatus of claim 8, wherein a crank Is rotated to cause said 
plurality of linear units to move said frame. 

11. (Currently Amended) Apparatus of claim 1, wherein said docking surface Is 
between said frame -plurality of alignment features a nd said one of said test head and said 
peripheral. 

12. (Currently Amended) Method for establishing a distance between a test head 
having test head electrical contacts and a peripheral having peripheral electrical contacts, 
comprising: 

providing a frame whieh-i s- pluralltv of alignment features which are coupled to one of 
said test head and said peripheral and which 4s Hare_ detached from the other of said test 
head and said peripheral; and 

actuating a plurality of actuators to adjust said fraffle -pluraiitv of alignment features 
towards or away from a docking surface of said one of said test head and said peripheral to 
change said distance, 

wherein said frame -pluralitv of alignment features prevent prevents said test head 
and said peripheral from being closer to each other than said distance, and, at said distance, 
said test head electrical contaas and said peripheral electrical contacts are in contact with 
each other. 

13. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 12, wherein said one of sard 
test head and said peripheral fs coupled to ssiULallgnment features for docking said one of 
said test head and said peripheral with said other of said test head and peripheral. 

14. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 12, wherein said actuating 
step includes the actuation. of a linear unit, said linear unit Is one of a male and female 
threaded member attached to the other of said test head and peripheral. 

15. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 14, wherein one of s aid 
frame -aifgnment features includes the other of said male and said female member threaded 
member. 
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16. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 14, wherein said one of said 
mare and female threaded member is rotated in order to move said fromo one of saif^ 
alignment feature;? towards or away from said docking surface of the other of said test head 
and said peripheral. 

17. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 15, wherein the other of said 
male and female member is rotated in order to move said fromc one of said alignment 
features towards or away from said docking surface of the other of said test head and said 
peripheral. 

18. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 12, wherein one of said 
actuators actuates s aid linear unit which Is coupled to a detent plate having a detent, said 
detent plate is coupled to the other of said test head and said peripheral, a lever is coupled 
to one of s aid fram ealionment features, and said lever engages said detent to indicate sard 
frame-one of said al ionment feature:? is in an intended position relative to the other of said 
test head and said peripheral. 

19. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 12, wherein said iincor unit 
Ifl one of □ pJurai i tv of li ncQr un l ts - actuators are for moving said frame. 

20. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 19, wherein a crank is 
rotated to cause gold pluroi i tv of linear units to movo movement of s aid frame. 

21. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 12, wherein said docking 
surface is between said frame -plurality of actuators and said one of said test head and said 
peripheral, 

22. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 18, wherein said detent is 
one of a plurality of detents for indicatrng a respective plurality of intended positions of satd 
frame -one of said actuators relative to the other of said test head and said peripheral, 

23. (Currently Amended) Apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising: 
en-e%p wTKint feature coupled to one of sa i d frame and gold pGriphcral; ond 

a guide coupled to the other of said frame -test heatf and said peripherals- 
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said gurde and one of s aid alignment features are separated prior to sold adjuGtobfo 
movement of at least one of s aid fraf» edocl<inQ surfaces ; 

said guide engaging said one of said alignment features at said distance. 

24. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 12, said method further 
comprising the steps of: 

provid i ng on a li gnment fcot u rorouplcd to ono of sa i d frome ond sold peripheral; 

providing a guide coupled to the other of said frame -test head a nd said peripheral so 
that said guide and one of s aid alignment features are separated prior to said adjustable 
movement of at least one of s aid fram edocklnQ surface? ; and 

allowing said guide to engage said one of said a lignment features at said distance. 
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